
Picture Woods  

Framing Industry Terminology                                                     

Order Types 

1. Length – Moulding sold as full sticks in random length between 5’-12’ 
2. Chop – Moulding sold by the frame or as rails to a specific size, matched for grain and 

color 

3. Rail – also called a “leg”. The horizontal or vertical members of a frame that connect to 

form the full structure 

Moulding Components 

4. Profile – The dimensional shape of a moulding 

5. Rabbet – The recessed cut along the inner edge of a frame that holds the artwork, glass, 

mat, or backing 

o Determines the depth of the art space, ensuring all components fit securely 

o Taller rabbets accommodate stacked mats and thicker materials like canvases 

o Deeper rabbets cover more of the artwork or mat with the lip 

6. Face – the front surface of the moulding that is most visible when hanging on the wall 

7. Lip – the visible edge of the moulding between the face and the rabbet that overhangs the 

glass 

Services Available on Chops 

8. Straight Cut – A blunt cut at 90° (non-mitered). The customer will miter the frame 

themselves; extra length is added to the rail dimensions to allow the miters to be cut 

9. Miter – When a rail or leg is cut to length at a 45° angle and to a specified measurement. 

Two legs placed together form a 90° corner 

Different types include: 

o Standard Miter (1/8"allowance) – The cut dimension is 1/8" longer than the 

desired frame size. This allows for “wiggle room” to slide glass or artwork into 
the opening. Measuring is keyed from inside the rabbet 

o 1/16" Miter – A tighter fit where the cut dimension is only 1/16" longer than the 

frame/glass size for a closer fit. Measuring is keyed from inside the rabbet 

o Exact Miter – The frame legs are cut to the exact required dimension, with no 

extra length allowance added. Measuring is keyed from inside the rabbet 

o Sight Size Miter – The frame is cut to measure exactly the visible opening and 

how much of the artwork is shown. Measuring is keyed to the inside of the lip 

o Miter to Outside Dimensions – The frame is cut so that the outside edge of the 

frame equals the desired dimension exactly rather than the artwork or glass size 

10. Dovetail – A joining method offered after a frame is mitered, where a channel is routed 

into the back of the moulding and through the mitered surface. The channel shape is half 

of a bowtie so that when two dovetail-routed legs are put together, they create a bowtie-

shaped channel that accepts a specially designed plastic insert that holds the corner 

together 

o Dovetail Plugs – Small plastic inserts used to join frame corners. The number of 

plugs used depends on the profile dimensions:  

▪ One channel/plug – used on mouldings with face width up to 1” 

▪ Two channels/plugs – used when a moulding face is over 1” wide or with 
the height is greater than 2” 



 

 

Joining Options 

11. Joined Frame (basic level) – A frame where the four sides have been cut from 

prefinished moulding then securely fastened together at the corners 

12. Finished Corner – A frame corner that is hand-joined, then sanded so the face surface is 

flush, then finished for a high-end appearance 

13. Spline – A thin strip of wood inserted into a groove to reinforce joints and to add a 

decorative element 

14. Splined Corner Frame – a finished corner frame that also has splines inserted at the 

corner before the sanding and finishing stages 

Moulding Categories and Related Terms 

15. Stained Glass Frame – A specialized frame that is viewed from front and back, 

designed to hold stained glass panels securely 

o The rabbet is actually a groove cut into the inside surface to accommodate the 

thickness of stained glass 

o Stained Glass Custom Groove – A custom-cut channel or groove in the frame 

moulding, specifically designed to hold stained glass panels. Width and Depth of 

the groove must be specified with each order 

▪ Allows for precise fitting of glass while preventing movement 

16. Strainer – A reinforcement structure made from wood, typically poplar, used inside a 

frame to provide additional strength and support and to prevent warping 

o Commonly used in large or heavy frames to maintain structural integrity 

o Attached by pocket screws to the inside of another frame’s rabbet 
o Helps stabilize stretched canvases and oversized artwork 

o Pocket Screws – Angled screws inserted into pre-drilled holes to join poplar 

strainer bars to the primary outer frame 

▪ Provides a strong, hidden joint that enhances structural integrity 

▪ Used when additional reinforcement is needed without visible fasteners 

▪ Requires a pocket hole jig for precise drilling 

17. Float Moulding – typically an L-shaped profile used to frame canvas art. Often called a 

“float frame” or “floater” 

o The stem portion of the float frame goes around the outside of the canvas 

o the shelf is positioned behind the back of the canvas 

o Once attached to the canvas, some portion of the shelf is often visible 

18. Spacer – A thin slat of wood used to nest inside the rabbet of another moulding to hold 

the glass away from the artwork 

19. Fillet – An accent moulding that is used either under the lip of another moulding or 

placed inside the matboard opening 

20. Extender – An additional moulding added to the back of another moulding to increase 

the overall depth of a frame 

Miscellaneous 

21. Cut Schedule for Length Orders – A detailed cutting guide used when ordering 

moulding in length form rather than pre-cut chops. Particularly relevant to accommodate 

shipping carrier restrictions when sticks are too long. 


